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+ A&D TROPHY AWARDS 2017
 Call for Entries now open for the 
 14th edition of Asia’s most highly-
 anticipated architecture and 
 design competition
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Internationally-acclaimed New Zealand-based designer 
David Trubridge says we don’t need ‘iconic’ designs, we need 

a way to fulfil people’s needs without creating waste and pollution
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A forest 
in the concrete jungle 
At Taikoo Place, home to the headquarters of a multitude of international 
firms, Swire Properties commissioned Gustafson Porter + Bowman to 
create a new open space and the lobby of its latest commercial building, 
showcasing a unified landscape and interior space

Hong Kong has long been acclaimed for its 

proximity to nature, but its densely populated 

commercial areas offer few high-quality green 

spaces which can temper the frenetic environment 

of the city. One such example dating back 30 years 

is Taikoo Place, a long-standing commercial 

complex in Quarry Bay, and it is here that Swire 

Properties is planning a new public green space 

called Taikoo Square.

Being developed alongside the new lobby of 

One Taikoo Place, the project has been assigned to 

UK-based landscape architecture practice 

Gustafson Porter + Bowman. Designed by Neil 

Porter, founding partner of the firm, the new open 

space will span 69,000 sq-ft and include lush native 

vegetation and sculptural water features.

The space for the green square results from 

the demolition of two existing towers, Warwick 

House and Somerset House. It comprises a 

sequence of areas ranging from small intimate 

places around water features, to larger open 

areas suitable for events such as concerts and 

outdoor markets. 

“Our concept is a contemporary reinterpretation 

of the landscape that surrounds the city of Hong 

Kong with its geological nature and the city’s 

cultural refinement as observed through a history  

of craftsmanship using noble materials,” says 

Kathryn Gustafson, founding partner of Gustafson 

Porter + Bowman.

The design for Taikoo Square creates a series 

of terraces and is typified by two large longitudinal 

pools connected by a cascade and a small water 

table. The carving and sculpting of these water 

features through 3D modelling allows the water to 

move in exciting ways, bringing movement and 

pleasant sound to the square while referencing the 

former quays that once existed on the site.

“We work very closely with Hugh Dutton, who is 

responsible for elevated walkways connecting the 

buildings, to ensure our landscape design 

complements these structures,“ says Gustafson. 

“When the trees grow close to the bridges, 

pedestrians can enjoy the ‘natural world’ in the plaza.” 

To incorporate the landscape into the surrounding 
structures, Gustafson Porter + Bowman worked closely 
with Hugh Dutton, who handled the elevated walkways 
connecting the buildings
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To promote biodiversity, the site will house more than 70 trees, of which 53 are native species 

and grown specifically for this project. In addition to providing vital greenery, Gustafson Porter + 

Bowman also wants to raise public awareness of Hong Kong’s heritage of fung shui woodlands. 

Meanwhile, the proposed pools are created as part of the landscape design, cut from light 

coloured granite as sculptural highlights of the space. “By using advanced modelling technology, 

we have developed a texture on the bottom of these forms that allows water to travel through the 

pools in a dramatic way,” Gustafson says. 

The trees of Taikoo Square will help absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, while the 

water used in the pools is entirely recycled and will be treated to meet all required standards. Also, 

two new office towers now under construction will be built to the highest standards of building 

sustainability, targeting LEED Platinum ratings as advised by Swire Properties’ sustainable 

development team.

Gustafson Porter + Bowman is also overseeing the design of the lobby of One Taikoo Place, a new 

commercial building which is expected to open in 2018. Gustafson says they aim to avoid a sharp 

contrast between the corporate interior of the building and the external public space, intending to 

associate the new lobby with Taikoo Square, thereby creating a sense of movement which strengthens 

the concept of Taikoo Place as a destination. •

Clockwise from below
Three pools were designed for the project, made of light coloured granite • Taikoo Square provides 
more than 70 trees, of which 53 are native species, grown specifically for the project to create a 
space for the public to enjoy the outdoors • The square offers plenty of walking paths set under 
the shade of trees, along with a multitude of small gathering spaces


