
Our design for Saclay’s ‘Sport Valley’ uses landscape to link the 
sports fields and the series of buildings across the site. The land 
is sculpted to connect the low-lying fields with the higher ground 
of the buildings and wraps around the Sport Complex. leading 
up to the roofs. Here the elevated land provides spectacular 
vantage points with stepped terraces from which to observe 
the games played both in the park and in the buildings.  Land 
movement typifies our design, creating a series of intimate and 
usable spaces. 

Two interweaving routes crisscross the landscape; one fully 
accessible and direct, the other playful and indirect; a fun route 
for cross country runners and other park users who would like 
to experience the landscape in a leisurely, playful manner. The 
landform provides an opportunity for inhabiting the park in a 
creative way, whether it is observing games nearby, reading a 
book, chatting with friends or catching the last rays of the sun in 
the evening.

A direct pedestrian path connects the east and west sides of the 
park, rising up in the centre to meet the sports building, which it 
enters at the first floor. The sports valley landform passes below 
and rises above this east-west connection, providing continuous 
movement and seamless connections. A ‘buffer landscape’ 
which separates the park from the adjacent roads and residential 
developments, mediates between natural park and urbanity.

Framing the north-west edges of the site, two retaining ponds 
planted with aquatic vegetation collect rain water during larger 
storm events. Water from hard paving is gathered here through 
several swales running along the Sport Valley, reducing flooding, 
and supporting a sustainable urban drainage system.
Large areas of meadow planting within the natural landscape 
areas creates natural habitats and supports a biodiverse 
environment. The design also provides low maintenance, 
delivering a sturdy, future-proofed park that can be looked after 
at reduced cost in an era of reduced maintenance budgets.

The layering of programmes – walking and running paths with 
areas for spontaneous activities –accommodates future flexibility 
of use. The park responds to the constant flux of life, evolving 
with our constantly changing attitudes to sports, leisure and 
lifestyle. It embodies our belief that parks are the foundation of 
the truly sustainable city and contribute positively to the health 
and wellbeing of residents and visitors. 

“The sports valley is typified by a tension between rational and 
organic: From the formal organisation of sport fields to the fluid 

landscape of meadows and forests.”
- Donncha O Shea, Partner
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