
In September 2016, the Department for Communities and 
Local Government launched an international two-stage design 
competition for a National Memorial to honour the victims and 
survivors of the Holocaust and Nazi persecution. 

Adjaye Associates, Ron Arad Architects, and Gustafson Porter 
+ Bowman’s winning design for the UK National Holocaust 
Memorial and Learning Centre is about creating a nationally 
significant landmark for current and future generations to reflect, 
mourn and learn. Our design is drawn from extensive research 
into the site and subject matter, and seeks to respect its context, 
honour the weight of its responsibility and inspire its visitors to 
strive to draw meaning and purpose out of tragedy.

Our proposal includes a new landscape intervention - a subtle 
but distinct slope of the landscape just below the existing tree 
canopies– to offer users a new vantage point and a distinctive 
experience within the park. This bold gesture will create a new 
sense of place within the gardens and become a new landmark 
within its immediate context. It will offer visitors a new vantage 
point to the River Thames and a new perspectival relationship 
to the overall memorial grounds. This slope will also allow for 
the existing memorials within the park to remain visible with 
no interruption from the newly transformed landscape. Key 
metropolitan views into London are also undisturbed.

The majority of visitors will arrive at the circular entrance space 
facing the Emmeline Pankhurst Memorial. It is at this point we 
place them on a special surface and route through the Garden. 
This path has a unique texture and character that sets it apart 
from those found in other London Parks. A small stone sett the 
scale of railway ballast will curve its sinuous form diagonally 
through the park towards the dramatic perspective formed by 
the two rows of London Plane trees that will frame the distant 
energy and lifted landform that hints at the presence of the 
National Holocaust Memorial.

The path takes one on a journey between memorials to past 
injustices acknowledged and to an extent resolved; Emmeline 
Pankhurst’s Memorial and the right to universal suffrage; Rodin’s 
Burghers of Calais, their self-sacrifice in defeat and pardoning 
by the victorious Edward III, and the Buxton Memorial that 
commemorated the abolition of slavery. The end of the journey 
takes visitors to the enormity and unresolved injustice marked 
by the entrance to the National Holocaust Memorial. As the 
path moves through the park, its curved form accentuates the 
distance within the framed perspective of Plane trees, however 
the Memorial will also subtly exert its influence as one detects 
a shift in the ground, as the entire grass landform moves up to 
cover its form. 

“We felt that the Memorial’s position in the park should respect 
rather than disrupt the strong axial views to and from Parliament 
The movement to the Memorial, engaging with its form and 
learning from the interaction, will provide visitors with a poignant 
and memorable experience.” Neil Porter
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PROJECT TITLE 
United Kingdom Holocaust Memorial and 
learning centre
CONTRACT VALUE
Confidential
CLIENT 
UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation
PROJECT DURATION
2016-
SIZE 
2,600m2
PRINCIPAL TEAM 
Adjaye Associates  
- Learning Centre Lead Consultant Architect & 
Principal Designer

Ron Arad Architects  
- Memorial Architect / Artist

Gustafson Porter + Bowman 
- Landscape architect

Plan A Consultants - Design Management
DHA Designs - Lighting
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