
Gustafson Porter + Bowman’s work at Novartis’s North Park in 
Basel transforms a heavy industry site into a contemporary urban 
parkland which aims to draw people towards the River Rhine 
and enhance the outdoor life of the campus. This extensive six-
year redevelopment seeks to reconstruct the geomorphic and 
botanic landscape of the post-glacial Upper Rhine Valley into a 
riparian landscape which strengthens the relationship between 
the campus and the river. 

Situated on the border between France and Switzerland, the 
longitudinal shape of the North Park is framed by the Asklepios 
8 building to the south, the campus buildings to the west, the 
French national border to the north and the River Rhine to the 
east. As an important ecological corridor between the town and 
the river, the design of the topography and planting creates an 
undulating landscape which encourages exploration. 

The Novartis Campus has a strong grid which is dictated by the 
current and future development of the buildings, streets and 
open spaces. The North Park dissolves this grid into a natural 
landscape which allows the visitor to experience this transition 
from Campus to River. This 1.7ha site is comprised of a rich 
layer of ornamental and structural plants which are divided 
into a series of distinct spaces: the Tree avenue; the Lawn; the 
Promenade; the Middle Meadow; the Amphitheatre; and the 
Woodland Gardens. Along the edge of the Campus buildings a 
series of terraces and outdoor rooms allow visitors and staff to 
relax amongst rich and exciting planting. A trimmed grass lawn 
forms the horizon against which the River Rhine can be seen in 
the distance. The park sits 8 metres above the River Rhine and 
benefits from long views of the river, inviting users to the edge of 
the park and its lawn area where they can sit and contemplate 
the surrounding landscape or walk along the river promenade. 
From these spaces along the river people are able to traverse 
a green avenue lined with trees through the middle of the park 
and discover an open meadow with a natural amphitheatre in its 
centre. This provides a sense of escape among woodland and 
native grasses which constantly move with breezes from the 
River Rhine. 

Scheduled for completion in 2017, the North Park has been 
designed to allow the park to be phased over a number of years 
allowing trees to mature while the full campus master plan takes 
shape.
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PROJECT TITLE 
Design of campus for Novartis North Park, Basel
CONTRACT VALUE
Confidential
CLIENT 
Novartis Pharma AG
PROJECT DURATION
2010-2017
SIZE 
1.7ha
STATUS
Completed
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