
Gustafson Porter + Bowman’s work at Taikoo Place creates an 
inclusive open space which includes lush native vegetation and 
sculptural water features. The 2.2ha project extends into the 
surrounding streetscape to create a continuous design which 
prioritises pedestrians, principally defined by large bands of 
light and dark stone. Notably, the design extends into the new 
building lobbies for Tower 2A, also designed by Gustafson Porter 
+ Bowman. This unification of landscape and interior space 
embodies a genuinely whole solution which greatly enhances 
the public realm.

In cities such as Hong Kong there is often a sharp contrast 
between the corporate interior of a building and the external 
public space. We have sought to avoid this division by 
associating the new entrance lobby with Taikoo Square, 
immediately outside. The same bands of dark and light stone 
that define the dense lines of vegetation continue through the 
lobbies, creating a sense of movement which strengthens the 
concept of Taikoo Place as a destination. Continuity is also 
expressed through the large white suspended ceiling, which, 
placed against a light gold metal panel recalls the appearance of 
clouds against a blue sky.  

The design for this highly refined interior space seeks to create 
a tactile environment which matches the level of engagement 
people will enjoy in the lush gardens outside. The interior walls 
of the ground and first-floor entrance are made from steel fins. 
These twist to refract light through a polished edge to form a 
rising and setting sun, against a textured backdrop of limestone 
laid with a horizontal grain. The fin motif uses tightly spaced 
vertical elements to form a ribbon of balustrades between the 
first and ground floors. This is repeated with tighter centres 
around columns and within the lift interiors. A three-dimensional 
vertical emphasis gives the impression of a veil that lightens the 
scale of the building and its large lift core. 

The fin design extends to the upper lift lobbies, hallway, and 
washrooms with a changing palette of materials. American Black 
Walnut is used in the lift lobbies, and large ceramic panels and 
reconstituted stones are introduced in the washrooms to refine 
the experience of the final users.

Our application of colour throughout the scheme is very subtle, 
and is characterised by a transition from the silver exterior of 
the building, to a light gold in the lobby interiors, and finally the 
warmth of American Black Walnut adjacent to the lift cores. The 
vertical metal fins on the walls are used at changing centres 
to provide a sensory experience, suggesting an upwards 
movement through the building.

OBJECTIVES 
Interior designs and architectural services for 
One Taikoo Place, including lobby space and 

areas on upper floors. 
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Work started 2016.  Completion due 2019. 
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